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(From Camas Post-Record, 
December 7, 1934) 
By Mrs. Joe Ernst 

I came here with my 
parents in 1880 when my 
father, Robert Allison, 
bought 80 acres of land and 
homesteaded another 80 
acres on what is now Prune 
Hill 


As I remember, the 
property for the town of La 
Camas was bought from Mr. 
Belding, who had 
homesteaded this area and 
his house was located at 
what is now the southwest 
corner of Columbia and 
First Streets. 

The first thing that they 
did was build a sawmill and 
my father hewed the logs to 
build the mill, which was on 
Lackamas below the lake. 
My father also helped to get 
out the lumber for the 
paper mill, then with J. 
Davis he started a butcher 


shop at the southwest 


comer of Third and Clara 
St., but before very long 
father sold out. 
Celebrate Fourth 

Aneas MacMaster had the 
first store in town and Mr. 
Hon built the first hotel at 
the corner of First and 
Columbia Streets. The first 
Fourth of July celebration 
in La Camas was in’ 1885 
when Mrs. Scott Dunaway 
spoke on women’s rights. 
Everyone thought it would 
be a fine thing, and I believe 
the women still think so. 

Joe Ernst was born in 
Vancouver. His father died 
when he was a small boy 
and when La Camas was 
started he came here with 
his mother and stepfather, 
Frank Reddick. Mr. 
Reddick built the second 
house to be built in La 
Camas and the house is still 
standing at the southwest 
corner of Fifth arid Beeson 
Streets. It was for years the 


only house in town that had 
a fireplace. The first house 
was built by Grant Conklin 
on Fifth St., in the middle 
of the block across from 
Reddicks’. This house also is 
standing. 
Does Man’s Work 

Joe was just a boy then 
but men were scarce and he 
helped score logs for my 
father to hew, continuing to 
work off and on at the 
sawmill until it closed down 
in 1892. 


Joe and I, then Leota 
Allison, were married in 
1892. In 1893 he bought a 
barber shop at the northeast 
corner of Third and Clara 
which he operated for eight 
years, then selling out. 

Those were the years 
when you didn’t have to go 
100 miles to get game. Joe 
had two hounds and if he 
heard them barking up by 


Pioneer's kin hewed logs for mill 


the schoolhouse or out by 
the ballpark, he would start 
to them. He nearly always 
bagged his game before it 
got to Woodburn Hill. One 
time they took him so far as 
Ireland when he bagged two 
half grown bears. : 

It was in 1887 that 
Rufus Blair and a man from 
Oregon built a flour mill at 
the corner of Fifth and 
Columbia Streets and in 
1889 it was destroyed by 
fire. The first bank was the, 
corner of Fourth and Clara 
Streets. When the paper mill 
began making paper it was 
made out of straw and rags. 
There was a building north 
of the mill where the rags 
were picked over by women 
as all metal parts had to be 
removed. Sometimes they 
would make a valuable find. 
After the mill burned in 
1886 and was rebuilt of 
brick they put a room at the 
top for the women to work 


Y. 


in but it wasn’t long after 
that until they had 
‘perfected a machine to take 
care of the rags and the 
women found other work to 


Use Pulp for Paper 

In 1892 they perfected a 
process to make paper out 
of wood; they built a pulp 
mill up the Columbia at 
Warrendale and the pulp 
was brought down by boat. 
They decided to bring in 
raw material and make the 
pulp here and in 1904 the 
first digester was installed. 
We have always made our 
home in Camas, Mr. Emst 
and I now live at 735 
Cowan Ave. We have a 
family of one daughter, Mrs. 
Mervena Elliot of Camas, 
and two sons, Harry, who is 
in Canada, and Louis of 
Vancouver. The name of the 
town was changed from La 
Camas to Camas about 


